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A @ Town of The Corporation of the Town of Ajax
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By the Lake

Durham Region Municipalities Correspondence

1. The Regional Municipality of Durham — Durham Region’s Strategic Plan — 2025
Update

e Background Materials: Report: 2026-INFO-54

Other Municipalities, Organizations and Individuals Correspondence

2. Town of Caledon — Motion for Provincial Support, Funding and Coordinated Plans to
Combat Tick Borne Diseases

3. Township of South-West Oxford — Request for Changes to the Pesticides Act to
Permit the Use of Pesticides in Playground Areas for Weed Management

4. Municipality of Wawa — Permanent Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF)
Funding

5. Township of Tudor and Cashel — Single Use Propane Cylinders

6. Township of Alnwick/Haldimand — Beacons of Light British Home Children & Child
Migrants

7. Toronto and Region Conservation Authority — Summary of 2025-2026 TRCA Policy
Consultation Submissions

8. Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency - Regional Conservation Authority
Consolidation: Transition Committee Membership

Summary of Advisory Committee Activities

None.

Proclamations and Flag Raisings

9. GenWell Weekend — September 18 — 20, 2026

10.National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) — October 1 — 31, 2026

11.Child Care Worker and Early Childhood Educator Appreciation Day — October 21,
2026


https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=10794

Staff Correspondence

None.

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact: accessibility@ajax.ca or
905-619-2529, extension 3347.
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Annette Groves

TOWN OF CALEDON Mayor

July 2, 2026 Sent via E-Mail: sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org

Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier
Constituency Office

Suite A, 3" Floor

180 Broadway Ave.

Orangeville, ON L9W 1K3

Dear Deputy Premier Jones,

RE: Motion for Provincial Support, Funding and Coordinated Plans to Combat Tick
Borne Diseases

| am writing to advise that at the Town Council meeting held on June 23, 2026, Council
adopted a motion regarding requesting support to combat tick borne diseases.

The resolution reads as follows:

Whereas the prevalence of ticks, including those known to carry Lyme disease, and
other Vector borne diseases have increased across Ontario;

Whereas Lyme disease diagnoses have increased by 27% in 2024 to 2369 (Public
Health Agency of Canada, PHAC);

Whereas residents across Caledon have registered growing concerns about public
health risks associated with tick exposure in parks, trails and residential areas;

Whereas municipalities have limited jurisdiction and resources to effectively manage
tick populations on a broad ecological scale;

Whereas the Government of Ontario is responsible for public health policy,
environmental management and vector-borne disease prevention and detection;

Therefore, be it resolved that:

Caledon Town Council formally requests that the Government of Ontario investigate
and implement measures to reduce burgeoning tick populations and to mitigate their
associated public health risks; and
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That such measures may include safe and effective tick control methods, public education
campaigns and coordinated regional strategies; and

That the Province consider increased funding and support for local public health units to
address tick-borne disease prevention; and

That a copy of this motion be sent to Minister of Health, Sylvia Jones, Chief Medical Officer
of Health, Kiernan Moore, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, Todd
McCarthy, Peel Public Health, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), the
Credit Valley Conservation (CVC), the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMQO) and
all 444 municipalities across Ontario.

For more information regarding this request, please contact the undersigned by email to
mayor@caledon.ca or by phone at 905.584.2272 ext. 4155.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Mayor Annette Groves

CC:

Chief Medical Officer of Health Kieran.Moore@ontario.ca

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks minister.mecp@ontario.ca

Peel Public Health info@peelregion.ca

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) info@trca.ca

Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) foundation@cvc.ca

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) resolutions@amo.on.ca

444 municipalities across Ontario
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g T TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH-WEST OXFORD
oWns™p of R. R. # 1, Mount Elgin, ON NOJ 1NO

UTH-WEST 312915 Dereham Line

Phone: (519) 877-2702; (519) 485-0477

OXFORD Fax: (519) 485-2932

July 17th, 2026

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building, Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1
premier@ontario.ca

The Honourable Todd J. McCarthy

Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks
5t Floor, 777 Bay St.

Toronto, ON M7A 2J3

minister.mecp@ontario.ca

Dear Premier Ford and Minister McCarthy,

Re: Request for Changes to the Pesticides Act to Permit the Use of Pesticides in
Playground Areas for Weed Management

| am writing to inform you that, at their meeting held on July 14, 2026, the Council of the
Township of South-West Oxford passed a resolution advocating for changes to the
Pesticides Act to allow for the use of pesticides in playground areas for weed mitigation.

WHEREAS the Ontario Pesticides Act and Ontario Regulation 63/09 (Cosmetic
Pesticides Ban) restrict the use of herbicides for cosmetic weed control in playground
areas;

AND WHEREAS the Council for the Township of South-West Oxford recognize the
importance of maintaining safe, clean, accessible, and well-maintained recreational
spaces for everyone;

AND WHEREAS playgrounds are valued public recreational spaces that enhance the
health, well-being, and enjoyment of residents;

AND WHEREAS the Township is responsible for the ongoing maintenance, inspection,
and upkeep of playgrounds, including costly surfacing materials, and despite regular
maintenance and manual weed removal, weed growth within and around the
playground area continues to present ongoing maintenance challenges;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council for the Township of South-West

Oxford respectfully request that the Province of Ontario consider amending the
Pesticides Act and Ontario Regulation 63/09 (Cosmetic Pesticides Ban) to permit the
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controlled use of pesticides for weed management in playground areas, with any
application being carried out by qualified and authorized individuals in accordance with
all applicable provincial legislation, product requirements, and safety measures.

Yours truly,

Sy 0

Denny Giles
Manager of Legislative Services/Clerk
Township of South-West Oxford

cc:  Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
All Ontario Municipalities
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, July 14, 2026

Resolution # RC26148 Meeting Order:10
Moved Eﬁl’ % Seconded by:

Q IR 5 rM ' Z)
WHEREAS recent municipal infrastructure funding programs by the Government of

Canada and Province of Ontario have tended to prioritize growth-related or housing-
enabling infrastructure projects over infrastructure renewal needs:;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has regulated municipal infrastructure asset
management through O. Reg 588/17 (Asset Management Planning for Municipal
Infrastructure} under the Infrastructure for Jobs and Prosperity Act, 2015;

AND WHEREAS municipal asset management plans and the Financial Accountability
Office of Ontario have identified that municipalities have significant state-of-good-repair
backiogs and renewal needs for infrastructure;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Ontario doubled the Ontario Community
Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) from $200M/year to $400M/year for 2021-2026 but has not
publicly committed to maintaining this level of funding beyond 2026;

AND WHEREAS the OCIF has become a vital and indispensable resource for
municipalities, assisting them with improving their asset management programs and
meeting community-preserving infrastructure renewal needs;

AND WHEREAS increased geopolitical uncertainty is threatening the economic
prosperity of Canada, Ontario, and every municipality;

AND WHEREAS municipal infrastructure is a key enabler and preserver of economic
prosperity;

Page 2...




The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

AND WHEREAS the Municipal Finance Officers’ Association of Ontarioc (MFOA) has
heard from its members and their municipalities concerns regarding the potential erosion
of existing municipal infrastructure and thus service levels in light of the ongoing focus on
housing-enabling infrastructure by grant funding programs;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa
supports MFOA's letter to the Ministry of Infrastructure requesting that the doubling of the
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund be made permanent in advance of the allocations
for the 2027 calendar year, helping municipalities to continue building housing-enabling
infrastructure while preserving the economic value provided by existing infrastructure.

7

RESOLUTION RESULT = o %RECQRDE_DNOT_E:: S .}
CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES | NO
7] DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
[ 1 TABLED Cathy Cannon
_I:] RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon
[l PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann
{1 WTHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

[0 Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote
and influence.
Clerk:

MAYOR-MELANIEPILON | CLERK-MAURY O°NEILL

52/ A %""‘7 MW

This document is available in alternate formats.
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TUDOR & CASHEL

SECLUDED BEAUTY '3 CONNECTED COMMUNITY

Via: minister.mecp@ontario.ca

Honorable Todd McCarthy

Subject: Request for Review of Extended Producer Responsibility for One-Pound Single-Use
Propane Cylinders

Dear Sir,

I am writing to request that the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks and the Resource
Productivity & Recovery Authority (RPRA) undertake a review of the current regulatory framework
governing one-pound single-use propane cylinders sold in Ontario.

Consumers purchasing these cylinders pay environmental stewardship or producer responsibility costs at
the point of sale with the expectation that an appropriate end-of-life management system exists. In
practice, however, accessible return and recycling opportunities for these cylinders are extremely limited
across many parts of the province. Most retail locations that sell the cylinders do not accept them back,
and consumers are often left with few or no practical disposal options.

As a result, municipalities have become the default managers of these products. Municipal waste
facilities bear the responsibility, cost, and safety risks associated with collecting, storing, and managing
these pressurized cylinders despite not being the producers or distributors of the product. Improper
disposal also creates significant operational hazards at material recovery facilities, transfer stations, and
landfills, including the risk of fires and equipment damage.

This situation appears inconsistent with the principles of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR),
which are intended to shift the financial and operational responsibility for post-consumer products from
municipalities and taxpayers to producers. When consumers contribute to environmental handling costs
at the time of purchase, there should be a convenient, accessible, and effective collection system
available to ensure the product is managed responsibly at the end of its useful life.

I respectfully request that the Ministry and RPRA review the current requirements applicable to one-
pound propane cylinders and consider the following:

o Assess whether the existing producer responsibility system provides sufficient and accessible
return opportunities for consumers throughout Ontario.

o Evaluate whether the fees collected from consumers are being used to establish an effective
province-wide collection and recycling network.

&) =
7 www.tudorandcashel.com e 613-474-2583 4" clerk@tudorandcashel.com

613-474-0664 Fax
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TUDOR & CASHEL

SECLUDED BEAUTY '3 CONNECTED COMMUNITY

e Require producers and retailers to provide convenient and publicly accessible take-back
locations wherever these products are sold.

o Review whether municipalities are being unfairly burdened with the costs and liabilities
associated with managing these products.

o Consider regulatory amendments to strengthen producer accountability and ensure the objectives
of Ontario's circular economy and waste diversion policies are being achieved.

Municipalities should not be left to absorb the financial costs, operational challenges, and public safety
risks associated with products for which producers have collected environmental stewardship fees. A
well-functioning producer responsibility system should ensure that consumers have practical disposal
options and that municipalities are not forced to subsidize the end-of-life management of these products.

I appreciate your consideration of this matter and would welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue
further or provide examples of the challenges municipalities continue to face regarding the management
of one-pound propane cylinders.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.
Sincerely,
Nancy Carrol

CAO/Clerk-Treasurer
Tudor and Cashel Township

Cec: Resource Productivity & Recovery Authority (RPRA): registry(@rpra.ca
Premier Doug Ford: Premier(@ontario.ca
All municipalities

b >
Y’ www.tudorandcashel.com O 6134742583 Vast ;jerk@tudorandcashel.com

613-474-0664 Fax
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TOWNSHIP of
ALNWICK

g The Corporation of the Township of Alnwick/Haldimand
PO Box 70, 10836 County Road 2, Grafton, ON KOK 2G0

. .‘% 905-349-2822 / 1-888-685-1464 | info@ahtwp.ca | www.ahtwp.ca
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HALDIMAND

July 30, 2026

The Right Honourable Mark Carney
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2
mark.carney@parl.gc.ca

Dear Right Honourable Mark Carney,
Re: Beacons of Light British Home Children & Child Migrants

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Alnwick
Haldimand passed the following resolution at their July 28, 2026, Municipal
Planning/Regular Council Meeting:

RES:20260728-38

That the Township of Alnwick/Haldimand patrticipate in the “Beacons of Light for British
Home Children and Child Migrants Tribute”; and

That Council request the Province of Ontario continue to support initiatives that
recognize, educate and preserve the history; and

That Council of the Township of Alnwick/Haldimand respectfully urge the Government of
Canada to issue a formal public apology to the British Home Children and Child
Migrants and their families for Canada’s role in the British Child Migration Scheme; and

~E=5
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HALDIMAND

That this resolution be forwarded to the Prime Minister of Canada, the Leader of the
Official Opposition, the Minister responsible for Canadian Heritage, the local Member of
Parliament, the Premier of Ontario, the local members of Provincial Parliament, AMO,
FCM, and all Ontario municipalities for their consideration and support.

Regards,

C@w‘a? Swweet

Cassidy Sweet
Deputy Clerk
Township of Alnwick/Haldimand

Encl.

Cc Honourable Pierre Poilievre, Leader of the Official Opposition
Honourable Marc Miller, Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture
Philip Lawrence, Northumberland — Peterborough South

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

David Piccini, MPP Northumberland — Peterborough South

AMO

FCM

All Ontario municipalities
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British Home Children

Advocacy & Research Association

CEO Ms. Lori Oschefski
59 Blair Crescent : Barrie, Ontario : L4M 5Y4
info@britishhomechildren.com

Press Release

Regarding: Beacons of Light British Home Children & Child Migrants
Sesquicentennial International Tribute

From 1869 right up to 1948, over 100,000 children of all ages were emigrated right across Canada, from the United King-
dom, to be used as indentured farm workers and domestics. Believed by Canadians to be orphans, only two percent truly
were. These children, known as the British Home Children (“BHC”) and Child Migrants, were sent to Canada by over 50
organizations including the well-known and still working charities: Barnardo’s, The Salvation Army, Quarrier’s and Fair-
bridge, to name a few. BHC are an integral part of the fabric of our nation - often, rightfully, called Canada’s Nation
Builders. Their vast contributions to our country should never be forgotten. Descendants of BHC, number in the millions
in Canada alone!

The British Home Children Advocacy and Research Association (“‘BHCARA?”) is a Canadian based not for profit
organization dedicated to the story of Canada’s British Home Children (BHC). Founded in 2012 by Barrie, Ontario’s Lori
Oschefski, the BHCARA now reaches thousands of people through their Facebook group of over 6,700 members and
their mailing list of over 4,000 subscribers. Our website now has over 1 million hits and we have a high media presence.
The mandate of the organization is to promote the story of the British Home Children, to advocate for those who no
longer have a voice and to provide free research help to those seeking their family histories; often providing closure from
painful pasts.

On November 8, 1869 the very first party of BHC arrived in Canada, making 2019 the 150th anniversary of this arrival.
The date of September 28th has been chosen for a special international tribute as this date is commemorated nationally as
British Home Child Day in Canada; a unanimous passage of MP Guy Lauzon’s private member’s motion M-133 in the
House of Commons, Feb. 7, 2018. This initiative for this tribute started when BHCARA member Kim Crowder
approached MS. Oschefski for support in the illumination of the High Level Bridge in her city of Edmonton, Alberta.
Since then, many members have become involved reaching out in their communities for support. BHCARA member
Tracy Smithers contacted Her Majesty the Queen and received a prompt letter of support back from her!

The BHCARA is asking communities to participate in the “Beacons of Light for British Home Children and Child
Migrants Tribute” by illuminating memorials, monuments, buildings, City Halls or other areas with the colours of the
BHCARA; red, white and blue. Cities and towns are also participating by proclaiming this day as “British Home Child
Day” in their community. Some cities are sharing this message on their digital billboards.

The tribute is a symbolic gesture showing these children, in their sesquicentennial year, are not forgotten. Many Canadian
and UK cities have agreed to participate with over sixty-five supporters to date, including the iconic Niagara Falls,
Toronto’s CN Tower, The Northern Lights Display in Vancouver and St. Andrews House - Head Quarters of the Scottish
Government in Edinburgh, Scotland. The Town of Midland and Orillia are participating by proclaiming September 28th
as BHC Day in their cities. A full listing of our supporters can be viewed at www.britishhomechildren.com.

The BHC are a critical part of our nation’s fabric, this country was built on the backs of these children. We would
appreciate your support in sharing the news of this important and extraordinary tribute to Canada’s Nation Builders. A
history of the British Home Children follows.

Very best regards
Lori Oschefski
CEO BHCARA
info@pbritishhomechildren.com
705-716-1332
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The History of The British Home Children
By Roberta Horrox

The British Child Migration Scheme officially started in Canada, in 1869, when Maria Rye arrived with sixty-eight chil-
dren from England. In Canada, the children from this scheme became known as British Home Children. Maria Rye’s idea
grew to over fifty organizations sending over 100,000 to Canada between 1869 and 1948. These children ranged from a
few months to 18 years of age; being sent to Canada to work as indentured labourers and servants. The child migration
scheme was supported by both British and Canadian governments which paid organizations for each child sent, additional
bonus fees were paid for sending more children; however, no bonus was paid for children from workhouses. This scheme
was viewed as a win-win situation, as Britain reduced the cost of caring for many poor destitute children; while Canada
gained cheap labour for a country that was just starting to expand. While many believe the children were orphans this was
not the case, as only 2% were true orphans; the majority were from single parent families, most often due to a parent dy-
ing or from families that were poor and destitute. Many factors led to Britain having so many poor, destitute people.
These children through no fault of their own were caught up in this tragedy. As child migration to Canada came to a halt,
it increased to Australia with approximately 7,000 children being sent there. Child migration to Australia ended in 1970s.
The major difference was that children sent to Australia were most often institutionalized. New Zealand took in 549 child
migrants, with fewer children being sent to Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) and Cape of Good Hope Colony in South Africa.

In Canada, while some of the children were treated well, most were seen as nothing more than cheap labour, some suf-
fered abuse; some cases of horrific abuse resulted in death. Whether these children were treated well or abused one thing
in common is the feeling of loss; loss of family, friends, country and culture. Some were sent to homes that didn’t speak
English. Often told by sending agencies that they were unwanted, uncared for, or that their parents had died, while their
parent(s) were told they were adopted by good British families. If siblings arrived in Canada together they were more of-
ten than not separated once they got here. Although checks were suppose to take place on a regular basis, things fell short
due to vast number of children, lack of enforcement, shortage of inspectors, the immense distance, and difficulty traveling
to remote places in order to perform the checks on the children. When inspectors did visit, the children didn’t necessary
get to speak to, or even see, the inspector; and if they did it often occurred with the master present. Therefore the children
would hide the truth for fear of being reprimanded or further abuse.

Many British Home Children were stigmatized by members of the communities they came to live in, often being told they
were street rats, guttersnipes and a multitude of other derogatory terms. If a British Home Child lived in a community and
something bad happened, usually a British Home Child was blamed. They had no one to turn too, no one to stick up for
them, they suffered in silence. As a survival mechanism they shut down, blocking memories; they became silent of their
trauma, silent of any abuse; silent and ashamed of their past, and their lives as British Home Children. Most carried this
stigmatism throughout their lives, refusing to tell even their immediate family where they had come from. Some children
had their names changed or spelling of names became corrupted, while some where too young to know their correct
names, birthday dates, or the names of their parents. These children were not given the necessary documents to prove
who they were; this became an issue when they became older wanted to travel, or needed proof of identity such as apply-
ing for pension. The children were promised an education, the vast majority did not receive the education promised. Si-
lently and unwittingly aspects of their traumatic experiences were often passed down to their children. For instance, as a
corruption of their BHC experience, when they became older with families of their own they were unable to show love or
affection for their own children. During WWI nearly every eligible British Home Boy voluntarily signed up for the Cana-
dian Expedition Force; 1,000 Home Boys paid the ultimate sacrifice. The most common date of death was April 9, 1917,
the first day of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.

In Nov 2009, then Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, issued on apology for their role in the Child Migration Scheme;
then in Feb 2010, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown issued an apology for Britain's role. In Canada, Canadian Parlia-
ment declared 2010 Year of the British Home Child. On Feb 16, 2017 the Canadian House of Commons issued an apolo-
gy and on Feb 7, 2018 MP Guy Lauzon’s private member’s motion M-133 was unanimous passed making Sept 28th,
National British Home Child Day in Canada. To date our prime minister has not issued an official apology on behalf of
the government.
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On January 31, 2019, the Government of the United Kingdom issued a press release entitled “Ex-Gratia Payment Scheme
for former British Child Migrants" to compensate former child migrants that where still alive on March 1, 2018, “in rec-
ognition of the fundamentally flawed nature of the historic child migration policy”. In a background Statement, the Inde-
pendent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse Interim (UK) report stated, “The Government has long acknowledged and
accepted, assessment at the time of the national apology in 2010 and went further, calling it a ‘shameful episode of histo-
ry’ and this failure in the first duty if a nation, which is to protect its children”. For the Child Migrants send to Canada this
payment is much too late, as so few are still living.

BHC organizations in Canada, and Child Migrant organizations in Australia and the UK that have been formed to give
voices to all British Child Migrants. These organizations were formed to help educate the public on The British Child Mi-
gration Scheme, as well as help descendants search and reconnect with lost family members. Of note, “The Guest Chil-
dren” who were children sent to Canada by their parents for protection during the war are not part of the British Child
Migration Scheme. The two are entirely different, but often misconstrued.

With this year being the 150th anniversary of British Home Children in Canada; work continues to give these children
their voices.

The following website is excellent resource: British Home Child Advocacy and Research (BHCARA) - CEO Lori Oschef-
ski website https://www.britishhomechildren.com BHCARA also has a facebook group
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From: Joanne Hyde on behalf of TRCA Clerks

To: Angela Coleman; City of Toronto - Clerk; Regional Municipality of Durham - Clerk; Clerks; City of Pickering -
Clerk; Debbie Leroux; Regional Municipality of Peel - Clerk; City of Brampton - Clerk; City of Mississauga - Clerk;
Town of Caledon - Clerk; Regional Municipality of York - Clerk; City of Markham - Clerk; City of Richmond Hill -
Clerk; City of Vaughan - Clerk; Town of Aurora - Clerk; Township of King - Clerk; Town of Stouffville - Clerk;
Township of Adjala-Tosorontio - Clerk; Town of Mono - Clerk

Cc: John MacKenzie; Laurie Nelson; Mary-Ann Burns; Heather Rodriguez; TRCA Clerks
Subject: Correspondence Regarding Summary of 2025-2026 TRCA Policy Consultation Submissions
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2026 2:16:49 PM

Attachments: image001.png

CORRESPONDENCE RE SUMMARY OF 2025-2026 TRCA POLICY CONSULTATION SUBMISSIONS. pdf
SUMMARY OF 2025-2026 TRCA POLICY CONSULTATION SUBMISSIONS.pdf

Good afternoon,

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority’s (TRCA) Board of Directors
is pleased to have endorsed the Summary of 2025-2026 TRCA Policy
Consultation Submissions at its meeting on June 26, 2026.

The report provides a summary of TRCA submissions on federal and
provincial legislative, regulatory, or policy initiatives relevant to TRCA
interests from June 2025 to May 2026, for the information of TRCA
Board of Directors.

Correspondence in support of the resolution and a PDF of the staff
report on the Summary of 2025-2026 TRCA Policy Consultations
Submissions have been attached for your convenience.

Regards,

Joanne Hyde, mpa, cmo, Aomc
Clerk & Manager, Policy
Clerks Office | Legislative & Property Services

T: (437) 880-2328
C:(416) 662-9083

E: joanne.hyde@trca.ca
A: 5 Shoreham Drive, Toronto, ON, M3N 134 | trca.ca
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July 16, 2026

SEE DISTRIBUTION LIST

RE: SUMMARY OF 2025-2026 TRCA POLICY CONSULTATION
SUBMISSIONS

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority’s (TRCA) Board of Directors is pleased

to have endorsed the report on the Summary of 2025-2026 TRCA Policy

Consultation Submissions at its meeting on June 26, 2026 adopting Resolution
A#108/26 as follows:

WHEREAS in 2025 and to date in 2026, TRCA submitted
letter responses to senior level governments on several
legislative, regulatory and policy consultation initiatives
relevant to TRCA programs and services;

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT the Summary of
2025-2026 TRCA Policy Consultation Submissions, be
received;

AND FURTHER THAT the Clerk & Manager, Policy, so advise
municipal partners and Conservation Ontario.

The report provides a summary of TRCA submissions on federal and provincial
legislative, regulatory, or policy initiatives relevant to TRCA interests from June
2025 to May 2026, for the information of TRCA’s Board of Directors.

A copy of the report is enclosed for your convenience. If you have any questions or
require additional information, please contact Mary-Ann Burns, Senior Manager,
Planning Policy and Regulation at maryann.burns@trca.ca or (437) 880-2299.

Sincerely,
asnIne
anne Hyd
Clerk and Manager, Policy

cc. John MacKenzie, Chief Executive Officer, TRCA
Laurie Nelson, Director, Policy Planning, TRCA
Mary-Ann Burns, Senior Manager, Planning Policy and Regulation, TRCA
Heather Rodriguez, Planner, Planning Policy and Regulation, TRCA

T:416.661.6600 | F:416.661.6898 | info@trca.ca | 5 Shoreham Drive, Toronto, ON M3N 1S4 | www.trca.ca
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Angela Coleman, Conservation Ontario, acoleman@conservationontario.ca
City of Toronto, clerk@toronto.ca

Regional Municipality of Durham, clerks@durham.ca

Town of Ajax, clerks@ajax.ca

City of Pickering, clerks@pickering.ca

Township of Uxbridge, dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Regional Municipality of Peel, regional.clerk@peelregion.ca
City of Brampton, cityclerksoffice@brampton.ca

City of Mississauga, city.clerk@mississauga.ca

Town of Caledon, legislative.services@caledon.ca
Regional Municipality of York, regionalclerk@york.ca

City of Markham, customerservice@markham.ca

City of Richmond Hill, clerks@richmondhill.ca

City of Vaughan, clerks@vaughan.ca

Town of Aurora, clerks@aurora.ca

Township of King, clerks@king.ca

Town of Stouffville, clerks@townofws.ca

Township of Adjala-Tosorontio, Clerk@adjtos.ca

Town of Mono, ClerksOffice@townofmono.com

T:416.661.6600 | F:416.661.6898 | info@trca.ca | 5 Shoreham Drive, Toronto, ON M3N 1S4 | www.trca.ca
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Section lll = Items for the Information of the Board

TO: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors
Friday, June 26, 2026 Meeting

FROM: Laurie Nelson, Director, Policy Planning

RE: SUMMARY OF 2025-2026 TRCA POLICY CONSULTATION
SUBMISSIONS
KEY ISSUE

Summary of Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA)
submissions on federal and provincial legislative, regulatory, or policy
initiatives relevant to TRCA interests from June 2025 to May 2026, for the
information of the Board of Directors.

RECOMMENDATION:

WHEREAS in 2025 and to date in 2026, TRCA submitted letter
responses to senior level governments on several legislative,
regulatory and policy consultation initiatives relevant to TRCA
programs and services;

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT the Summary of 2025-2026
TRCA Policy Consultation Submissions, be received;

AND FURTHER THAT the Clerk & Manager, Policy, so advise
municipal partners and Conservation Ontario.

BACKGROUND

From time to time, the Province of Ontario, and the Government of
Canada release legislative, regulatory, policy or guideline proposals of
interest to TRCA, the majority of which are provincial and are posted on
the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO). The Planning Policy and
Regulation Business Unit within the TRCA Policy Planning Division is
primarily responsible for leading internal reviews of government proposals
on a range of matters relevant to TRCA interests.

TRCA staff coordinate internal circulations of government materials and
draft submissions based on staff input that integrates the expertise and
inter-disciplinary perspectives of TRCA’s teams. Comments and
recommendations are informed by the successes and challenges staff
experience in their day-to-day work with municipalities, proponents, and





Item 10.2

other stakeholders, with emphasis on shared provincial, municipal and
TRCA objectives.

All TRCA federal or provincial policy submissions are vetted through
senior staff, approved, and signed by the Chief Executive Officer, or
designate, who is typically the Director, Policy Planning, prior to
submission to ensure alignment with TRCA'’s Strategic Plan pillars and
outcomes.

Policy Consultation Topics

ERO postings responded to from June 2025 through to end of May 2026
predominantly focused on provincial proposals to amend legislation,
regulations, and policies to streamline government functions with the
intent of expediting approvals for development and infrastructure. The
three federal consultations that TRCA made submissions for within this
time period, were about building affordable housing, Great Lakes
Binational Priorities, and a Sustainability Strategy.

TRCA responded to these postings to advocate for any new or revised
frameworks and processes to maintain best environmental practice for
implementing plans and projects that create safe and resilient
communities in the context of our watershed jurisdiction.

RATIONALE

The outcomes of senior government initiatives can have implications on
TRCA'’s day-to-day work in multiple roles as a resource management
agency, a regulator, a public commenting body representing the
provincial interest for natural hazards, a source protection authority, and
as a landowner and proponent of conservation land projects. Therefore, it
Is important for TRCA to provide input on government proposals to
encourage alignment with and support for TRCA and municipal partner
objectives and interests.

The policy work undertaken to respond to consultations is also important
for strengthening relationships and coordination between TRCA and
partners. Provincial proposals are largely based on streamlining reviews
and approvals and finding efficiencies to stimulate and expedite major
plans and projects. It is vital for TRCA to highlight its expertise,
experience and shared objectives and issues, to demonstrate TRCA'’s
valuable role in collaborating with its partners to achieve efficiencies and
effectiveness that support environmentally responsible and sustainable
community building in a timely manner.
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Federal, provincial, and municipal staff, as well as Conservation Ontario,
sometimes contact TRCA for information and advice, in recognition of
TRCA'’s broad expertise and on-the-ground experience in: urban
watershed and ecosystem science, development and infrastructure
review, flood and erosion mitigation and remediation, and ecological
restoration, etc., often applied in the context of time-sensitive and high-
profile approval processes.

Chronological List of Postings and TRCA Submission Responses
Due to the volume and limited timeline of policy consultations (generally
30-45 days for ERO postings), it is challenging to bring TRCA
submissions to the Board of Directors or Executive Committee prior to
their submission. In some instances, the comment period for ERO
postings is concurrent with legislative approval processes so that
comments are submitted at the same time a Bill is becoming law. Despite
this timing, it is important for TRCA to document any issues or concerns
for the public record and for the reference of federal and provincial staff
who may be working on subsequent related initiatives such as
implementing regulations or guidelines.

Recognizing that Board Members may have an interest in TRCA'’s
submissions that are not brought to the Board, the following two tables
contain a list of provincial and federal policy consultations for which TRCA
completed and submitted responses. Corresponding decision summaries
are listed for each consultation to identify status updates where available
from the government webpages.

Table 1 encompasses proposals with TRCA correspondence submitted
between June 10, 2025 and December 31, 2025, and Table 2 covers
proposals with TRCA correspondence submitted between January 1, 2026
to May 31, 2026.
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Table 1 — June 10, 2025 — December 31, 2025, TRCA Submissions to
Government Policy Consultations

Government URIER
Proposal Proposal Summary Submission
Date
Planning Act and The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and June 10,
City of Toronto Act, [Housing (MMAH) is seeking feedback on 2025

2006 Changes
(Schedules 3 and 7
of Bill 17 — Protect
Ontario by Building
Faster and Smarter
Act, 2025)

Link:

ERO #025-0461
ERO #025-0462
ERO #025-0463

proposed legislative changes to the
Planning Act and City of Toronto Act,

2006 through Bill 17, Protect Ontario by
Building Faster and Smarter Act, 2025

and related regulatory changes.

These changes are intended to make it
easier and faster to build new homes and
infrastructure like transit, roads, and water
and wastewater systems.

Bill 17 includes regulation-making
authority that would enable the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing to further
regulate the reports or studies required as
part of a complete application.

The government also proposes regulation
under the Planning Act to regulate as-of-
right variations from setback
requirements, reducing applications for
minor variances.

Decision Summary:

1. The government made legislative
changes to the Planning Act and
City of Toronto Act, 2006 through
the Protect Ontario by Building
Faster and Smarter Act.

2. The government made regulations
under the Planning Act and City of
Toronto Act, 2006 to identify

professional engineering as a




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0461

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0462

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0463
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Government
Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

“prescribed profession” for the
purposes of a complete application.

. The government made changes to a
regulation under the Planning Act to
regulate as-of-right variations from
setback requirements.

Proposed changes
to provide flexibility
for water taking
activities

Link:

ERO #025-0730

The Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP)
proposed to amend Ontario Regulation
387/04 (water taking and transfer) under
the Ontario Water Resources Act to give
proponents more flexibility and streamline
the application process for a permit to
take water, where a permit has been
cancelled, expired, or revoked for
previously approved water takings.

Decision Summary:

MECP is moving forward with regulatory
changes for proponents to apply for a
permit to take water when a previous
permit has been cancelled, revoked, or
expired within the past year in limited
circumstances.

August 1,
2025

Enhancing
Transmission
Capacity East of
Toronto — The
Bowmanville to
Greater Toronto
Area (GTA)
Transmission Line
Link:

ERO #025-0658

The Ministry of Energy and Mines (MEM)
proposed to take action to facilitate the
development of a double-circuit 500-
kilovolt (kV) transmission line that will run
from an expanded Bowmanville Switching
Station in Bowmanville to a new or
existing station in the GTA, and
associated station facilities.

Decision Summary:

MEM has taken actions to facilitate the
development of a critical transmission

August 15,
2025

project that will support demand growth in




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0730

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0658
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Government
Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

the GTA and enable new clean electricity
generation east of Toronto, while
advancing a shared goal of reconciliation
by supporting economic and partnership
opportunities for Indigenous communities.

Streamlining
environmental
permissions for the
electricity sector
Link:

ERO #025-0600

MECP proposed to streamline
permissions for certain electricity system
projects. Regulatory changes made under
the Environmental Protection Act would
remove the requirement to obtain an
Environmental Compliance Approval for
certain stormwater management and spill
control works located at electricity
generation, transmission, distribution, and
battery energy storage system stations.
Proponents would be required instead to
self-register their works online on the
Environmental Activity and Sector
Reqistry.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

August 25,
2025

(FEDERAL
CONSULATION)
Comments on Build
Canada Homes

Link to HICC
consultation webpage

Build Canada Homes will be Canada’s
new federal entity responsible for building
affordable homes, providing financing to
affordable home builders, and catalyzing
a more productive homebuilding industry.
Housing, Infrastructures and Communities
Canada (HICC) engaged with partners
and stakeholders to refine the approach
to Build Canada Homes, with the goal of
identifying those tools and opportunities
with the largest impact for Canadians.

For more information, refer to the Build
Canada Homes website.

August 29,
2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0600

https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/bch-mc/engaging-bch-partciper-mc-eng.html

https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/bch-mc/engaging-bch-partciper-mc-eng.html

https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/bch-mc/about-apropos-eng.html
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Amendments to
Enable the Species
Conservation Act,
2025 and Developing
Guidance on Section
16 Activities under
the Species
Conservation Act,
2025

Link:
ERO #025-0908

5) became law. Schedule 2 of Bill 5, now
in force, amended the Endangered
Species Act, 2007 (ESA). Schedule 10 of
Bill 5 introduced a new legislation called
the Species Conservation Act, 2025
(SCA), which will come into effect when a
commencement order is made and will
repeal the ESA.

The Ministry of Conservation and Parks

(MECP) was seeking comments on five

Government IRER
Proposal Summary Submission
Proposal Date

Refining a protected [The Ministry of Energy and Mines (MEM) |[November 7,
corridor of land for |and the Independent Electricity System [2025
future electricity Operator proposed to refine the protected
transmission corridor of land, called the Narrowed Area
infrastructure in the [of Interest (NAI), that is expected to be
Northwest Greater [required to host critical electricity
Toronto Area transmission infrastructure in the
Link: northwest Greater Toronto Area (GTA)
ERO #025-1133 region. The revision would reduce the

size of the protected NAI by

approximately 70%. Some of the lands

that will be released from the NAI will be

used for Highway 413.

Decision Summary:

MEM revised the Northwest GTA

Transmission Corridor’s NAI following

further technical study. The changes

preserve a technically viable corridor for

future transmission infrastructure adjacent

to Highway 413 and reduce land use

impacts, particularly in the Heritage

Heights area of Brampton.
Proposed LegislativeOn June 5, 2025, the Protect Ontario by |[November
and Regulatory Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 (Bill |10, 2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1133

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0908
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Government
Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

ERO #025-0909

proposed new regulations needed to
implement the SCA.

MECP also proposed guidance materials
to assist in assessing whether an activity
is likely to have an impact to a protected
species or species’ habitat such that a
registration or permit would be required.
The proposed new guidance will aim to
update and replace the existing ESA
policies and technical direction on species
and habitat protection.

Decision Summary:

The Province made regulations to enable
the implementation of the Species
Conservation Act, 2025, and MECP

decided to proceed with the development
of proposed new guidance materials to
support the implementation of the Act.

Consultation on
proposed Special
Economic Zones
Criteria

Link:

ERO #025-1077

The Ministry of Economic Development,
Job Creation and Trade proposed a
regulatory framework under the Special
Economic Zones Act, 2025. This

framework establishes the criteria for
designating zones, projects, and
proponents. The regulation would, if
made, aim to support economic
development while helping to ensure
safeguards are in place to protect the
environment and health in a manner that
Is consistent with the protection of the
rights of Indigenous Peoples.

November
16, 2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0909

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1077
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Government | S bTR.CA.
S rOeEE Proposal Summary ubmission
P Date
Decision Summary:
On December 16, 2025, O. Reg. 373/25:
Criteria For Designations was filed under
the Special Economic Zones Act, 2025,
outlining the criteria that must be met for
designating zones, projects and trusted
proponents. This came into effect January
1, 2026.
Proposed Regulation{Schedule 7 of the Protect Ontario by November
under the Ontario Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025, 16, 2025

Heritage Act —
Archaeology
Exemption Criteria

Link:
ERO 025-1081

introduced legislative amendments to the
Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) that focused

on Part VI of the OHA, which deals with
the conservation of archaeological
resources. These changes introduced a
tool to exempt properties from some of
the requirements of Part VI to support
provincial priorities.

The OHA has been amended to provide
the Lieutenant Governor in Council the
authority to exempt a property from Part
VI (Conservation or Resources of
Archaeological value) of the OHA and
provisions within other statutes that direct
that archaeological assessments be
undertaken. This authority is not yet in
force.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

Consultation on
Enhanced
Development
Standards — Lot

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing (MMAH) was seeking input on
the use of enhanced development
standards at the lot level, specifically

outside of the building envelope. This

November 22,
2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1081
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Government
Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

Level (Outside of
Buildings)

Link:

ERO 025-1101

consultation aimed to better understand
current municipal practices, and assess
what future policy guidance, regulatory or
legislative changes were needed to
streamline, standardize, and prohibit
enhanced development standards while
continuing to ensure health and safety.

Decision Summary:

MMAH consulted from October 23 to
November 22, 2025, on municipal use of
Enhanced Development Standards at the
lot level. The Ministry received 134
submissions and reviewed this input to
help inform future policy direction. The
proposed changes are under ERO #026-
0300 and ERO #026-0311.

Consultation on
simplifying and
standardizing official
plans

Link:
ERO #025-1099

MMAH consulted on a proposal to
simplify, standardize and make more
permissive municipal official plans so they
are shorter, easier to understand, and
more consistent across Ontario. MMAH
was also seeking feedback on limiting
development/zoning standards (e.g.,
building heights, lot sizes and density) in
official plans and requiring existing
development standards in official plans
(e.g., in site specific policies) to be
incorporated into zoning by-laws, and
requiring official plans to be a singular,
comprehensive document for the entire
municipality, including potentially
prohibiting the use of secondary or site-
specific plans.

November
22, 2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1101

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1099
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Government
Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

Decision Summary:

The government moved ahead with
proposed legislative changes to the
Planning Act through the Building Homes

and Improving Transportation

Infrastructure Act, 2026 to simplify,

standardize and make more permissive
municipal official plans so they are
shorter, easier to understand, and more
consistent across Ontario.

Proposed Changes
to the Planning Act
(Schedule 10 of Bill
60 - the Fighting
Delays, Building
Faster Act, 2025)

Link:
ERO #025-1097

MMAH sought feedback on proposed
legislative and regulatory changes
through Bill 60, Fighting Delays, Building
Faster Act, 2025 to streamline the
construction of new homes and
infrastructure, among other goals.
Schedule 10 of Bill 60 proposes a number
of amendments to the Planning Act.

The legislative amendments address
matters including Policy Statements and
Minister's Decisions, Minister’s Zoning
Orders, Protected Major Transit Station
Areas, and Community Improvement
Plans.

Decision Summary:

The government has made legislative
changes to the Planning Act through the
Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025

(Bill 60).

November 22,
2025

Streamlining
environmental
permissions for
sewage works

MECP proposed a new regulation under
the Environmental Protection Act to move
certain sewage works servicing on-farm

housing on agricultural lands used for

December 4,
2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1097
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Government
Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

servicing on-farm
worker housing

Link:
ERO #015-0872

accommodations of workers to a
registration-first approach.

This would require proponents to self-
register their works online on the
Environmental Activity and Sector
Registry and follow associated rules in
regulation instead of applying for an
environmental compliance approval.

This initiative is intended to support the
province’s agricultural sector by allowing
farm employers that provide on-farm
accommodation for their labour force to
establish and start operating these
systems faster.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

Regulatory changes
for accelerating and
improving
protections for
Ontario’s drinking
water sources

Link:
ERO #025-1104

MECP proposed amendments to the
Clean Water Act, 2006 to streamline the

way sources of drinking water are
protected.

MECP proposes to adjust the steps
required to amend a source protection
plan to reduce delays. The proposed
amendments to the regulations would
support more timely approvals by easing
the burden on municipalities seeking to
provide water service to new
developments.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

December 4,
2025

Proposed
boundaries for the
regional
consolidation of

On October 31, 2025, the Minister of
MECP announced the Government’s
intention to introduce legislation which, if

passed, would amend the Conservation

December 15,
2025




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-0872
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ERO #025-1257

governance, direction, and oversight of
Ontario’s conservation authorities.
Another key action announced was the
plan to consolidate the province’s 36
conservation authorities into seven
regional conservation authorities that
continue to align with watershed
boundaries.

The Government proposed boundaries for
the regional consolidation of Ontario’s
conservation authorities and the criteria
applied to inform these boundaries.

Decision Summary:

A decision was made on the boundaries
for Ontario’s new regional conservation
authorities. The government made
legislative amendments to the
Conservation Authorities Act that will
consolidate Ontario’s 36 Conservation
Authorities (CAs) and create nine regional
CAs, targeted to occur in early 2027.

Government UREZR
Proposal Proposal Summary Submission
Date
Ontario’s Authorities Act to create the Ontario
conservation Provincial Conservation Agency: a
authorities provincial board-governed agency to
Link: provide centralized leadership,

Policy consultations from January 1, 2026 to May 31, 2026 for which TRCA
completed and submitted responses, with status of decisions noted, are
listed below in Table 2.

Table 2 — January 1, 2026 — May 31, 2026, TRCA Submissions to
Government Policy Consultations




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1257
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Government Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

New regulation to focus
municipal environmental
assessment requirements

Link:
ERO #019-7891

MECP was seeking feedback on
changes to its proposed new
regulation for municipal
infrastructure, based on input
received during earlier
consultations.

MECP is proposing to revoke
the Municipal Class EA and
make a streamlined
environmental assessment
regulation for more complex
municipal infrastructure projects
and archaeological assessment
requirements for other projects.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

February 3,
2026

Advancing Critical
Transmission Expansion in
the Toronto Area

Link:
ERO #026-0019

The Independent Electricity
System Operator (IESO)
recommended a new
underwater transmission line
(the “Toronto Third Line” project)
connecting downtown Toronto to
Bowmanville via Lake Ontario.
The Toronto Third Line project
would be Ontario’s first
underwater high voltage
transmission network line and its
first major domestic High
Voltage Direct Current (HVDC)
project. The Ministry of Energy
and Mines is proposing to direct
the IESO to undertake a
competitive procurement
process and enter into a

February 20,
2026

procurement contract with a




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-7891
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Government Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

transmitter to develop and
construct this project.
Furthermore, the ministry is
proposing that the Minister’s
directive include certain
requirements to be implemented
in the IESQO’s procurement
process. The ministry was
seeking public feedback on
whether and how these
proposed requirements should
be included in the Directive.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

A Renewed Ontario
Invasive Species Strategic
Plan

Link:
ERO #025-1334

The Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR) was seeking
input on a draft of the renewed
Ontario Invasive Species
Strategic Plan. The renewed
Ontario Invasive Species
Strategic Plan addresses the
growing threat of invasive
species and outlines
coordinated actions in
prevention, early detection,
rapid response, and adaptive
management. It places
particular focus on clarifying
roles and responsibilities,
strengthening communication
and coordination across
government and partners, and
advancing Indigenous

partnership and participation.

February 23,
2026




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1334
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Government Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

(FEDERAL
CONSULTATION) Draft
2026-2028 Great Lakes
Binational Priorities for
Science and Action

Link to Binational.net

Article 5, Section 2(c) of the
Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement commits the U.S.
and Canada to establishing
“binational priorities for science
and action to address current
and future threats to the quality
of the Water of the Great
Lakes”.

Draft priorities for science and
action have been developed for
the purposes of discussion at
the Great Lakes Public Forum.
They are intended to guide and
focus the key activities
implemented by Canada and the
U.S. from 2026 to 2028.
Accomplishments and results
related to these priorities would
be reported on in the 2028
Progress Report of the Parties.
Priorities represent the key
science and action required to
advance the achievement of the
General and Specific Objectives
of the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

March 31, 2026

Heritage Framework
Transformation: Proposals
related to Ontario’s
Archaeology Program,

The Ministry of Citizenship and
Multiculturalism (MCM)
regulates the archaeological

April 2, 2026




https://binational.net/2026/01/26/public-comment-period-open-draft-2026-2028-great-lakes-binational-priorities-for-science-and-action/
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Government Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

including targeted changes
to the Standards and
Guidelines for Consultant
Archaeologists

Link: Ero

profession by licensing
archaeologists under the OHA.
The terms and conditions for
archaeological licences require
licensed consultant
archaeologists (LCAS) to follow
standards for fieldwork and
reporting that are set out in the
2011 Standards and Guidelines
for Consultant Archaeologists.
In November 2024, MCM
launched the Heritage
Framework Transformation with
the goal of streamlining
Ontario’s heritage framework
processes, updating its policies
and legislation, and modernizing
the standards and guidelines.
The MCM was seeking
feedback from the archaeology
and heritage sectors,
municipalities, proponents, and
the public on proposed changes
to the standards and guidelines
that would support streamlining
archaeological assessments
and make administrative
updates to the document.

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

(FEDERAL
CONSULTATION) Federal
Sustainable Development
Strategy

ECCC was seeking input on the
draft 2026-2029 Federal
Sustainable Development
Strategy (FSDS) before it is
considered by Cabinet and

tabled in Parliament in

May 12, 2026
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TRCA
Government Proposal Proposal Summary Submission
Date
Link: ECCC consultation web [November 2026. The draft
page 2026—-2029 FSDS outlines the
Government of Canada’s
sustainable development
priorities, establishes
corresponding goals and
targets, and identifies federal
plans to achieve them.
Decision Summary:
No decision update available.
Proposed Planning Act, MMAH was seeking feedback [May 14, 2026
City of Toronto Act, 2006, |on proposed legislative changes
Building Code Act, 1992 o the Planning Act, City of
and Municipal Act, 2001 Toronto Act, 2006, Building
Changes (Schedules 1,2 |Code Act, 1992 and Municipal
and 7 of Bill 98, the Act, 2001 through Bill 98, the
Building Homes and proposed Building Homes and
Improving Transportation |Improving Transportation
Infrastructure Act, 2026)  |Infrastructure Act, 2026
Link: Decision Summary:
ERO #026-0300 Bill 98 received Royal Assent on
June 2, 2026.
Consultation on upper-tier MMAH was seeking feedback to|May 14, 2026
official plans, secondary [simplify and standardize the
plans, and site and area- format of official plans for upper-
specific policies tier municipalities as well as a
Link: proposal for secondary plans
ERO #026-0315 and site- and area-specific
policies (SASPSs).
Decision Summary:
No decision update available.
Proposed Regulation to MMAH was seeking feedback [May 14, 2026

Prohibit Mandatory
Enhanced Development

on a proposed Minister’s

regulation that would have the




https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/federal-sustainable-development-strategy.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/federal-sustainable-development-strategy.html

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0300

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0315
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plan control under the

on bold and transformational

changes to site plan control

TRCA
Government Proposal Proposal Summary Submission
Date
Standards as a Condition |effect of removing authority to
of Land Division Approvals [require certain mandatory
Link: Enhanced Development
ERO #026-0309 Standards or sustalnqblllty
measures as a condition of land
division approval.
Decision Summary:
No decision update available.
Streamlining the MMAH was seeking feedback [May 14, 2026
information and material |on a proposal for a regulation(s)
that planning authorities |under the Planning Act that
can require as part of a would identify the only
complete application information and material that
Link: planning authorities could
ERO # 026-0313 require as part of a complete
application, to provide more
certainty and predictability for
applicants and support faster
planning approvals.
Decision Summary:
No decision update available.
Proposed Changes to MMAH was seeking feedback [May 14, 2026
VVarious Regulations Under |on proposed changes to various
the Planning Act and the |regulations under the Planning
City of Toronto Act, 2006 tolAct and the City of Toronto Act,
Specify Additional 2006 to identify additional
“Prescribed Professions” |certified professionals for the
for the Purposes of a purposes of a complete
Complete Application application.
Link: Decision Summary:
ERO #026-0314 No decision update available.
Proposal to reform site MMAH was seeking feedback [May 14, 2026




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0309

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0313

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0314
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protect a corridor of land
for future electricity
infrastructure within and
adjacent to the Parkway
Belt West Plan Lands

Link:
ERO #026-0347

Mines was launching a study to
preserve a corridor of land
within and adjacent to the
Parkway Belt area for future
transmission infrastructure. The
purpose of the study is to
identify which of those lands will
be needed to ensure electricity
demand growth in the Greater
Toronto Area can be met
reliably and affordably.

TRCA
Government Proposal Proposal Summary Submission
Date

Planning Act and the City |under the Planning Act and the
of Toronto Act, 2006 City of Toronto Act, 2006.
Link: Decision Summary:
ERO 026-0310 No decision update available.
Proposed Environmental |MECP was proposing May 20, 2026
Assessment Act amendments to the
amendments to improve  |[Environmental Assessment Act
the comprehensive through the proposed Protecting
environmental assessment |Ontario’s Workers and
process Economic Resilience Act, 2026.
Link: The changes to the
ERd £#026-0415 comprehensive environmental

assessment process include

removing certain steps while

maintaining strong

environmental protections and

other opportunities for

consultation.

Decision Summary:

No decision update available.
Proposal to identify and The Ministry of Energy and May 29, 2026




https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0310

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0415

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0347



Item 10.2

Government Proposal

Proposal Summary

TRCA
Submission
Date

Decision Summary:
No decision update available.

Also provided for the information of the Board are the following summaries
of select consultations and TRCA submissions from Tables 1 and 2. Copies
of the full TRCA submission letters for these, or for any of the TRCA
submissions referenced in the tables, are available to Board members

upon request.

Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency (Bill 68) and Proposed
Regional Consolidation of Ontario Conservation Authorities (ERO#

025-1257)

The government proposal and TRCA's response to the proposal to
consolidate conservation authorities is described in staff's report to the
TRCA Board of Directors on November 28, 2025. That report was just prior

to TRCA’s submission on the ERO proposal dated December 15, 2025,
linked here, within a report to the TRCA Executive Committee, dated April

10, 2026 on further amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act (Bill
97) related to the regional consolidation.

New regulation to focus municipal environmental assessment

requirements (ERO# 019-7891)

Under this MECP proposal, the Municipal Class EA (MCEA) process
would be revoked, and a streamlined environmental assessment
regulation would be created for certain, more complex municipal
infrastructure projects. Part of the proposal would also establish
archaeological assessment requirements for certain projects that would
not have other requirements under the EA Act. The purpose of the
proposed Municipal Project Assessment Process (MPAP) regulation
was intended to help deliver critical public works faster to support
housing for Ontario’s rapidly growing population.

The proposal was originally published on the ERO on February 16,
2024, for a 30-day comment period ending March 17, 2024. TRCA
provided comments in response to this original posting. MECP then
updated the proposal on December 5, 2025, and re-opened the public




https://pub-trca.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=19670

https://pub-trca.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=19670

https://pub-trca.escribemeetings.com/FileStream.ashx?DocumentId=20158#page=75

https://pub-trca.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=20128

https://pub-trca.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=20128
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comment period. TRCA provided comments based on experience as
both a reviewer and a proponent of environmental assessments (EA) for
public infrastructure projects in our area of jurisdiction.

As part of TRCA's input, examples with drawings and photos were
provided from EA projects circulated to TRCA at the EA stage, which
enabled time and cost savings for the proponent and safer, more
resilient public infrastructure. It was described how TRCA involvement at
the early EA stages ultimately led to faster, more straightforward review
and approvals at the latter stages of detailed design and permitting. The
following recommendations were made in response to the identified
implications with the new streamlined EA process:

e Maintaining the current MCEA process ensures projects exposed
to natural hazards hazard/lands with higher risk of potential
economic loss from hazard events are not exempt;

e Establishing a formal mechanism in the regulation to continue to
consult early in the planning process with CAs for projects within
their Regulated Areas and on CA-owned lands;

e Requiring municipal infrastructure projects exempted from the
streamlined EA process to be assessed through a municipal
master servicing planning process, or similar process where CAs
and municipalities examine the environmental impacts; and

e Protecting the sensitive areas subject to Provincial Plans by
requiring the current MCEA process to apply to these areas.

A number of recommendations were also part of the TRCA submission
that were based on TRCA'’s experience as a landowner, where public
infrastructure sometimes needs to cross TRCA lands. No decision on
this ERO posting has been issued.

Advancing Critical Transmission Expansion in the Toronto Area
(ERO# 026-0019)

In October 2025, the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO),
released its Toronto Integrated Regional Resource Plan, which
recommended a new underwater transmission line (the “Toronto Third
Line” project) connecting downtown Toronto to Bowmanville via Lake
Ontario. Under the ERO posting, the Ministry of Energy and Mines
(MEM) would bring forward an Order in Council and Minister’s Directive
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pursuant under the Electricity Act for IESO to undertake procurement for
the Toronto Third Line. This would be the Province’s first underwater
high voltage transmission network line and its first major domestic High
Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) project.

TRCA recommended that MEM consider the following in preparing
Terms of Reference such that the party retained will have relevant
expertise to address the following:

e A plan to work with TRCA to ensure ongoing TRCA studies,
monitoring, design, construction, and restoration/maintenance
work being undertaken by TRCA in the same study area to ensure
coordination and to realize any potential efficiencies in project
delivery;

e To the greatest possible extent, locate stations, access points or
staging areas for this project linking to the Toronto Third Line
outside hazardous lands vulnerable to flooding and erosion and
features important for natural hazard management, including river
and stream valleys, wetlands and Lake Ontario shoreline hazards;

e Where stations, access points and staging areas must be located
within hazardous lands, consult with TRCA to ensure existing flood
and erosion risks are not aggravated and no new risks are
created. Floodproofing measures and emergency management
plans would also be required;

e All work along the Lake Ontario shoreline should be designed to
mitigate impacts associated with shoreline hazards, including
flood, erosion, dynamic beach, wave uprush or any other water-
related hazards;

e \Where stations must be located within TRCA-owned lands, consult
with TRCA planning and property staff for TRCA requirements for
permissions and regarding archaeological investigations; and

e Explore opportunities, including partnerships with TRCA, to avoid
and preserve restoration works well advanced or completed by
TRCA and partners and to add and enhance public greenspace on
lands that may be needed for access to Lake Ontario to facilitate
the underwater transmission alignment. Through Aquatic Habitat
Toronto, TRCA can help coordinate with relevant stakeholders,
including municipal, provincial and federal agencies.
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This ERO proposal is an example of where government staff followed up
with TRCA staff. Shortly after our submission, MEM staff contacted
TRCA staff with appreciation on the information provided in our
submission and a meeting was arranged to learn more about our
waterfront projects, partnerships and data in relation to their proposal.
Following this meeting TRCA staff provided an additional information
package to MEM staff.

2026-2029 Draft Federal Sustainable Development Strategy (FSDS)

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) sought input on their
Draft 2026-2029 FSDS before consideration by Cabinet. The final FSDS
Is to be tabled in Parliament in November 2026.

The draft FSDS outlined the Government of Canada’s sustainable
development priorities, corresponding goals and targets, and federal
plans to achieve them. In the FSDS circulation, ECCC posed specific
guestions related to FSDS goals, targets and implementation strategies,
gaps or missing sustainable development issues, perspectives,
knowledge and skills to amplify, as well as asking for general comments.

TRCA comments emphasized the importance of proactive, measurable,
and integrated strategies that incorporate scientific research,
conservation and nature-based solutions in the urban context, and
community engagement to advance Canada’s sustainability and climate
resilience goals within the FSDS framework. It was also noted in our
submission that the implementation of the FSDS goals, targets and
implementation strategies align with and will support and benefit many of
TRCA's key sustainable development initiatives and programs,
including: the Sustainable Neighbourhood Action Plan (STEP),
Sustainable Technologies Evaluation Program (STEP), Partners in
Project Green (PPG), Restoration and Resource Management,
Ecosystem Monitoring and Research, and Planning and Permits.

Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code
Act, 1992 and Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 1, 2 and 7
of Bill 98, the Building Homes and Improving Transportation
Infrastructure Act, 2026) (ERO# 026-0300)

Bill 98 proposed several amendments to various acts, including the
Planning Act (the Act). TRCA provided comments on changes to the Act
for “Streamlining and Standardizing Official Plans”, removing the
‘redundant requirement” in the Act for municipalities to include climate
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change policies in their official plans, prohibiting Mandatory Municipal
Enhanced Development Standards (EDS) and Green Building
Standards under Site Plan Control, and removing notice requirements
for amended or revoked Minister's Zoning Orders (MZOs).

TRCA’s comments recommended to MMAH that:

The official plan structure in the Planning Act establish that the
“Natural Hazards chapter” be applicable to all land use
designations;

Climate change policies in the Provincial Planning Statement (PPS)
remain, especially as it relates to natural hazards and stormwater
management to ensure safe and resilient development, (given
removal of the climate change clause in the Planning Act);

Municipalities retain the ability to require EDS as a mechanism for
PPS implementation through green infrastructure and low impact
development standards and guidelines, etc.;

The Province complete the update to the “Low Impact
Development Stormwater Management Guidance Manual” to
provide current best practice for innovative approaches to
managing stormwater volumes, reducing flood and erosion risks,
and increasing climate change resiliency;

The Province engage CAs like TRCA further on the development
and finalization of the Manual, given that TRCA technical guidance
on the LID implementation is widely used as current best practice
by landowners and their practitioners in our jurisdiction, and as
reference for developing site specific approach by exports across
the Province; and

Public notification regarding MZOs, including amendments and
revocations, remain a requirement. At minimum, conservation
authorities should be notified where changes to an MZO are
located within a CA-regulated area or CA-owned lands.

Bill 98 received Royal Assent on June 2, 2026.

Relationship to TRCA’s 2023-2034 Strategic Plan
This report supports the following Pillars and Outcomes set forth in TRCA'’s
2023-2034 Strategic Plan:
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Pillar 1 Environmental Protection and Hazard Management:
1.1 Deliver provincially mandated services pertaining to flood and
erosion hazards

Pillar 1 Environmental Protection and Hazard Management:

1.3 Maintain healthy and resilient watershed ecosystems in the face
of a changing climate

Pillar 2 Knowledge Economy:
2.3 Advocacy and adaptability in the face of policy pressures
Pillar 2 Knowledge Economy:

2.4 Integrate environmental considerations and science into
decision making

FINANCIAL DETAILS

Staff are engaged in this policy analysis work per the normal course of duty,
with funding support provided by TRCA'’s participating municipalities to
account 120-12. No additional funding is proposed to support the policy
analysis work associated with the preparation of these comments.

DETAILS OF WORK TO BE DONE

TRCA staff will continue to monitor federal policy consultations, the
Environmental Registry of Ontario, the Regulatory Registry of Ontario, the
Ontario Legislative Assembly website, and the Province of Ontario News’
Website. This is to ensure TRCA is aware of, and where appropriate,
participates and comments on legislative, regulatory, policy and technical
guidance initiatives affecting TRCA interests.

Staff will keep the Board of Directors and Committees of the Board
informed of TRCA submissions at regular intervals, will monitor the
outcomes of future decision notices, and report on the implications of major
initiatives as appropriate. Staff will also update TRCA policies and
procedures as required and facilitate training to reflect legislative and policy
changes affecting TRCA.

Report prepared by: Heather Rodriguez, Planner, Planning Policy &
Regulation, Mary-Ann Burns, Senior Manager, Planning Policy & Regulation
Emails: heather.rodriguez@trca.ca, maryann.burns@trca.ca

For Information contact: Mary-Ann Burns, (437) 880-2299

Email: maryann.burns@trca.ca

Date: June 8, 2026



mailto:heather.rodriguez@trca.ca
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Ontario @

Ontario Provincial I’Agence ontarienne de
Conservation Agency protection de la nature
July 30, 2026

Dear Conservation Authority CAOs, General Managers, Board Chairs, Mayors and Heads of
Council:

| am writing to announce the members of the transition committees that will support the
implementation of regional conservation authority consolidation.

As you may recall, transition committees will provide advice and operational expertise to support
transition activities, including the development of transition plans for each new regional
conservation authority.

Committee membership includes the current CAO or General Manager and one board member
from each existing conservation authority participating in a regional consolidation.

Each committee will be chaired by a dedicated project executive who will oversee transition
activities and provide continuity by serving as the first Chief Administrative Officer of the new
regional conservation authority for up to two years. Project executives were recently appointed.

Following a brief orientation period, project executives will convene their transition committees
and begin transition planning activities in the coming weeks.

Please find below the membership of the transition committees for each of the eight new
regional conservation authorities.

Thank you for your continued leadership and partnership as we work together to establish
strong, effective regional conservation authorities.

Sincerely,

Hassaan Basit
CEO
Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency
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Regional Conservation Authority

Transition Committee Members

Central Lake Ontario

Project Executive: Robert Baldwin

Dave Barton, Toronto and Region
Conservation

John MacKenzie, Toronto and Region
Conservation

Bob Chapman, Central Lake Ontario
Conservation Authority

Chris Darling, Central Lake Ontario
Conservation Authority

Eastern Lake Ontario

Project Executive: Alison McDonald

Brad McNevin, Quinte Conservation
Kathryn Brown, Quinte Conservation
Rhonda Bateman, Lower Trent Conservation
Authority

Sherry Hamilton, Lower Trent Conservation
Authority

Linda Laliberte, Ganaraska Region
Conservation Authority

Vicki Mink, Ganaraska Region Conservation
Authority

Mark Majchrowski, Kawartha Conservation
Authority

Pat Warren, Acting, Kawartha Conservation
Authority

David Ellingwood, Cataraqui Conservation
Authority

Paul Proderick, Cataraqui Conservation
Authority

Janette Loveys Smith, Otonabee Region,
Crowe Valley Conservation Authority
Conservation Authority, Crowe Valley
Conservation Authority

Michael Metcalf, Otonabee Region
Conservation Authority, Crowe Valley
Conservation Authority

Western Lake Ontario

Project Executive: Jacqueline Johnson

Lisa Burnside, Hamilton Conservation
Authority

Brad Clark, Hamilton Conservation Authority
Leilani Lee-Yates, Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority

Robert Foster, Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority

Chandra Sharma, Conservation Halton
Gerry Smallegange, Conservation Halton
Terri LeRoux, Credit Valley Conservation
Authority

Michael Palleschi, Credit Valley Conservation
Authority

Lake Huron

Jonathan Scott, Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority
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Project Executive: Don Goodyear

Jennifer Vincent, Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

Raymond Chartrand, Ausable Bayfield
Conservation Authority

Nathan Schoelier, Ausable Bayfield
Conservation Authority

Erik Downing, Saugeen Valley Conservation
Authority

Tom Hutchinson, Saugeen Valley
Conservation Authority

Phil Beard, Maitland Valley Conservation
Authority

Ed McGugan, Maitland Valley Conservation
Authority

Mark Critch, Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority

Clare Riepma, Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority

Tim Lanthier, Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority

Jennifer Shaw, Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority

St. Lawrence River

Project Executive: Sommer Casgrain-
Robertson

Sally Mclntyre, Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority

Roy Huet, Mississippi Valley Conservation
Authority

Glen McDonald, Rideau Valley Conservation
Authority

Gary Waterfield, Rideau Valley Conservation
Authority

Lisa Van de Ligit, Raisin Region
Conservation Authority

Andrew Guindon, Raisin Region
Conservation Authority

Carl Bickerdike, South Nation River
Conservation Authority

Isabelle Skalski, South Nation River
Conservation Authority

Eastern Lake Erie

Project Executive: Samantha Lawson

Judy Maxwell, Long Point Region
Conservation Authority

Doug Brunton, Long Point Region
Conservation Authority

Elizabeth VanHooren, Kettle Creek
Conservation Authority

Sharron McMillan, Kettle Creek Conservation
Authority

John Challinor I, Grand River Conservation
Authority

Karen Armstrong, Grand River Conservation
Authority
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Dusty Underhill, Catfish Creek Conservation
Authority
Morgaine Griffin, Catfish Creek Conservation
Authority

Western Lake Erie

Project Executive: Davin Heinbuck

Tim Byrne, Essex Region Conservation
Authority

Molly Allaire, Essex Region Conservation
Authority

Tracy Annett, Upper Thames Conservation
Authority

Brian Petrie, Upper Thames Conservation
Authority

Mark Peacock, Lower Thames Conservation
Authority

Sarah Bod, Lower Thames Conservation
Authority

Ken Philllips, St Clair Region Conservation
Authority

Greg Grimes, St Clair Region Conservation
Authority

Northeastern

Project Executive: Tim Commisso

Mark Signoretti, Nickel District Conservation
Authority

Carl Jorgensen, Nickel District Conservation
Authority

Liza Vandermer, North Bay-Mattawa
Conservation Authority

Lana Mitchelle, North Bay-Mattawa
Conservation Authority

Corrina Barrett, Sault Ste. Marie
Conservation Authority

Sandra Hollingsworth, Sault Ste. Marie
Conservation Authority

David Vallier, Mattagami Region
Conservation Authority

Andrew Marks, Mattagami Region
Conservation Authority
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